
Logansport Recap Town Hall 

 
Community Health Network President and CEO Bryan Mills welcomed attendees and 
set the tone for the July 25 Alliance for a Healthier Indiana’s State of Our Health Road 
Show town hall meeting on the smoke-free campus of Ivy Tech Community College in 
Logansport. 
 
Mills said Indiana’s fight to improve Hoosier health begins with reducing the number of 
smokers in the state. He advocated for an increase in the state’s cigarette tax to help 
discourage young Hoosiers from picking up the habit and encourage current smokers to 
quit.  
 
Logansport Mayor Dave Kitchell invoked the name of the legendary Doc Bowen and 
praised him for bringing great health initiatives to Indiana. He then asked attendees to 
advocate and find more Hoosiers to get involved in the fight for a healthier Indiana. 
“We’re kind of preaching to the choir here,” Kitchell told the gathered health advocates. 
“We need to make this choir sing. We need people who are going to advocate for 
positive [health] changes everywhere.”  
 
Kitchell also took time to recognize champions from around the state, such as Eli Lilly 
and Co., which he described as “impassioned to make public health good for everyone.”  
 
Logansport Memorial Hospital President and CEO Perry Gay said Hoosiers are ready 
for a solution to Indiana’s health care issues and noted that increasing the state 
cigarette tax will be a large part of the solution. However, Gay said we also need to 
focus on nutrition and the ways medical professionals interact with the community. He 
said employers need to be part of the solution.  
 
Chuck LaDow, executive director of Area Five Agency on Aging and Community 
Services, echoed that message by saying that Indiana health care leaders should set a 
good example for other employers by implementing wellness and fitness programs for 
staff, smoke-free workplaces, and an overall focus on a healthier Indiana.  
 
Four County Counseling Center CEO Dr. Carrie Cadwell emphasized the impact of 
disparities when it comes to addiction. She pointed out that individuals with 
schizophrenia and bipolar disorders are more likely to face addiction than other 
populations.  
 
Indiana’s high infant mortality rate was also a focus of the Logansport gathering. Linda 
Webb, chief nurse executive at Pulaski Memorial Hospital, said the region has some of 
the highest infant mortality rates in the state. She emphasized that 30 percent of infant 
deaths are entirely preventable.  
 
Lyndsey Ball, OB manager at Pulaski Memorial Hospital, said the county is addressing 
its high infant mortality rate by giving moms the resources they need to quit smoking 
and by making them aware of community partnerships and other support services, such 



as the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program. WIC works to provide 
supplemental food, health care referrals, and nutrition education to low-income 
pregnant, breastfeeding, and postpartum women as well as infants and children up to 
the age of 5 who are found to be at nutritional risk.  
 
The State of Our Health Road Show continues through October. For more information, 
visit HealthierIndiana.org. 

 

https://www.healthierindiana.org/2018-road-map/

