
Lafayette Town Hall Recap 

The Alliance for a Healthier Indiana Road Show reached the halfway point on its 

statewide tour with a town hall event in Lafayette on Wednesday, July 11. 

Kevin Brinegar of the Indiana Chamber of Commerce kicked off the event with opening 

remarks outlining how the business community is supportive of Alliance efforts to create 

a healthier workforce in Indiana.  Noting that smokers cost Indiana businesses a 

collective $6 billion in extra healthcare costs and lost productivity, Brinegar threw his 

support behind the Alliance’s first legislative objective: raising the tax on tobacco 

products.  As Kara Webb, Director of Workforce Development with Greater Lafayette 

Commerce put it: “When policies affect pocketbooks, they are impactful.” 

Mental health and addiction issues were a key focus of the event.  Jim McClelland, 

Executive Director for Drug Prevention, Treatment, and Enforcement for the State of 

Indiana, told the crowd that opioid abuse costs the state $4 billion per year, and is the 

leading cause of death among Hoosiers under 50 years old.  He called for more 

recovery homes and support groups to address the crisis as he noted an encouraging 

statistic: 13 consecutive weeks of declining overdose deaths statewide. 

Zoe Frantz, an executive with the Sycamore Springs network of mental health and 

addiction treatment centers, told the audience that 88% of mental health issues are 

untreated in Indiana, and one in four Hoosiers is suffering from a mental health 

challenge. 

Dr. Nicholas Piotrowski, the Medical Director of Addictions with the Wabash Valley 

Alliance, called for integrating mental health services into primary care, arguing that we 

should treat addiction like other chronic diseases with lifelong treatment approaches, an 

emphasis on early diagnosis, and approved uses of medications.  He said that the 

current approach of treating addiction with acute care in late stages is not working.  Bob 

Coles, a Vice President with Meridian Health Services, echoed that perspective in his 

remarks, noting that Meridian has spent the past several years integrating mental health 

services into a holistic model of patient care. 

Speaking to the employer perspective of the opioid crisis, Roger Feldhaus, Executive 

Director of the regional Workforce Development Board, said that employees with a 

history of substance abuse can be great employees that are smart, capable, 

hardworking.  However, he noted that employers must understand how these 

employees may need additional support when challenges arise in the workplace or at 

home, and must be prepared to provide that support. 

The town hall event also included presentations on other public health challenges, 

including infant mortality.  Dr. James Bien, Vice President of Quality and Patient Safety 

with IU Health Arnett, told attendees that Western Indiana has an infant mortality crisis 

and noted that 50% of all infant deaths in the region are related to smoking.  Dr. Bien 



also highlighted how a safe sleep book distributed by IU Health Arnett may have helped 

contribute to a recent decline in infant deaths in the region. 

The Alliance would like to thank our partners for the Lafayette event, including Ivy Tech 

Community College – Lafayette, and local officials including Lafayette Mayor John 

Dennis, Lafayette Chief of Police Patrick J. Flannelly, and Tippecanoe County Health 

Officer Jeremy P. Adler for their participation in the town hall. 


