
Fort Wayne Town Hall Recap 

On Tuesday, June 12, the Alliance for a Healthier Indiana Road Show pulled into Fort Wayne for a town 

hall event at the Ivy Tech Public Safety Academy of Northeast Indiana. Town hall attendees heard from a 

variety of healthcare leaders and advocates, as well as local officials about the need to take action to 

address healthcare challenges in Fort Wayne. 

Dr. Jerrilee K. Mosier, Chancellor of Ivy Tech Community College Northeast, welcomed attendees and 

Dr. Deborah McMahan, Allen County Health Commissioner, highlighted key metrics of community 

health – from smoking rates to infant mortality rates – that she called “alarming.” 

Several presenters – including Dr. Tony GiaQuinta, a pediatrician with Parkview Health; Marcia Haaff, 

CEO of The Lutheran Foundation; and Dr. Lorenzo Suter of Lutheran Health Network – spoke to the 

social determinants of health.  The idea that “someone’s zip code is a better predictor of health 

outcomes than their genetic code” was raised several times as the presenters outlined ways healthcare 

providers, local officials, and community leaders were collaborating to ensure the entire Fort Wayne 

community received the care they needed.  Special attention was given to the infant mortality crisis, as 

Fort Wayne currently has two zip codes with rates far exceeding the state and national rates. 

Lastly, Royal L. Jordan II, Director of the Urban Youth Empowerment Program of Fort Wayne, gave a 

compelling address on the costs of smoking.  A lifelong smoker, Jordan spoke to the idea that without 

health, you have nothing, saying that while he’s worked hard and made a good life for himself, he will 

hardly be able to enjoy it due to the health challenges that have resulted from several decades of 

smoking.  Jordan ended his address with a strong call for raising the tobacco tax in Indiana: “They should 

raise the tax so high that you couldn’t even dream about affording cigarettes.” 

 

 

 


