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Ivy Tech Madison Chancellor Molly Dodge and Madison Mayor Damon Welch got things 

started at the Town Hall in Jefferson County. The mayor cited a recent New York Times 

article that brought a negative spotlight to area struggles with drugs. "We have a long 

way to go," the mayor said, but added that personal responsibility should be part of the 

solution. 

Highpoint Health President and CEO Michael Schwebler said being in the Greater 

Cincinnati area means more competition for patients, but it also brings collaboration and 

help. "We're all living the same lives, just in different zip codes," he said. Hoosiers’ poor 

health rankings do, unfortunately, create a lot of business for area medical 

professionals, he added. Schwebler is increasingly concerned about the next health 

issue on the horizon – vaping. He calls Hoosier use of the trend a “tsunami” soon to hit. 

He says Indiana needs to fund public health better than it does now. "We're simply 

running out of resources to aim at these big issues,” he said, referencing community 

organizations and the health care industry. 

Addiction has hit Lawrenceburg Mayor Kelly Mollaun's family hard. He lost a nephew to 

drug addiction. Looking at the Alliance for a Healthier Indiana Town Hall crowd, he said 

that probably everyone there likely has a similar story or has had a brush with addiction 

issues. Whether he's in office in the future or not, Mayor Mollaun says he's all in to 

resolve his community's issues with drug addiction. "We feel good about the direction 

and the results we're going to get," he said. "It's going to take time and commitment." 

 
Mayor Mollaun said that it's great having gaming revenue to address local issues, but 

it’s hard to know how best to invest dollars to create effective change. With a 

consultant's advice and stakeholder involvement, Lawrenceburg is now addressing 

gaps in the community's efforts to help Hoosiers recover. Among them, providing places 

to go for help, good screening, housing for those recovering, transportation and a quick 

response team. 

"This is our public health crisis," King’s Daughters’ Health President and CEO Carol 

Dozier said, referring to the children who are neglected as a result of parents' behavioral 

choices. She said Jefferson County’s health rankings are bleak. Area residents’ health 

rankings are higher than the state average in obesity, diabetes and physical inactivity. 

Dozier says Indiana’s poor health rankings affect every Hoosier through higher health 

care costs, a less competitive economy and a bad reputation. King’s Daughters’ Health 

is working with others to improve regional health. "It's big," she said of the state and 

area's health challenge. "It's not insurmountable and it won't be done by accident." 

 



Indiana Youth Institute’s Kori Jones says that when it comes to kids' health rankings, 

Indiana lags in most, excels in few and needs improvement in all. "Clear 

disproportionate challenges and barriers exist for Hoosier children by race, place, 

income, and immigrant status," Jones said. But, she said progress can be made. She 

said the place to start is with smoking. She said the slide in Hoosier kids’ smoking isn’t 

deep enough. "Isn't zero our goal?" she asked. She added that Hoosier kids don’t see 

vaping as a bad thing. She told a story of a kid who promised he'd never smoke, calling 

it "gross." "I'll probably start vaping pretty soon, though," he said. 

Jones pointed out that opioid abuse is affecting our kids. One in 10 children have lived 

with someone who had a problem with drugs or alcohol. Drug overdoses now kill more 

Hoosiers than car crashes and gun homicides combined.  

Madison Community High School Football Coach Patric Morrison knows what opioid 

and other drug addictions cost. His brother's struggle with addiction and climb out of it 

now inspires the coach's work to keep Jefferson County youth away from drugs. 

Morrison was a key part of the NYT story the mayor referenced as he opened the Town 

Hall. Morrison says fighting back against opioid abuse requires personal involvement 

and a commitment to be a positive difference. He repeated a mantra he tells his players: 

“Remember your family. Look out for each other."  

King’s Daughters’ Hospital Tobacco Coordinator Natalie Garrett said tobacco marketers 

spend about $284 million or $44 per Hoosier annually to market the product that kills so 

many Hoosiers. Cheap prices and heavy marketing make tobacco easy to access. She 

reminded the gathering that lawmakers can act to address this.  

Goodwill Nurse-Family Partnership Director Lisa Crane says Governor Eric Holcomb 

wants to improve Indiana's infant mortality rankings to be the best in the Midwest by 

2024. She said that success will require involving the whole family. She said that infant 

mortality is a critical indicator of the health of Hoosier communities. It reflects the overall 

state of maternal health, as well as the quality and accessibility of primary health care 

available to pregnant women and infants. Currently, seven out of every 1,000 infants die 

before their first birthdays. The top three causes of infant deaths are short gestation and 

low birth weight, congenital anomalies and Sudden Infant Death Syndrome. 

Ripley County Board of Health Chair Harley Robinson said Indiana is up against a lot 

when it comes to preventing kids from smoking, but we have to try. He said one way to 

do that is to raise the cigarette tax. Revenue from Indiana’s 99.5 cent per pack cigarette 

tax doesn’t raise enough money to cover the additional cost to the Medicaid program for 

Hoosiers who have smoking-related diseases.  

Indiana Hospital Association President Brian Tabor said state policy makers know 

Indiana needs to improve its health rankings. He called for continued conversation and 

focus on the various efforts being made and the need for more public health care 

funding. Tabor said he sees progress in lawmakers' interest in addressing tobacco use. 



He urged attendees to continue the conversation and talk to their lawmakers so that 

interest grows and results in action at the Statehouse.  


