
Evansville Town Hall Recap 

 

On Wednesday, July 31, the Alliance for a Healthier Indiana State of Our Health Road 

Show pulled into Evansville for a town hall meeting at the local Ivy Tech Community 

College campus. 

 

Daniel Parod, president of the St. Vincent Southwest Region, welcomed attendees with 

a clear statement on the state’s public health challenges. “We have a crisis,” he said, 

“but some of the people who can help solve that crisis are here in the room with us 

today.” Parod noted that while southern Indiana has a high-quality health care system, 

that alone does not translate into high-quality community health. He praised local efforts 

among health care providers to “turn our ‘sick care’ system that only treats people when 

they get sick into a ‘well care’ system that can focus more on promoting good health 

and preventing disease.” 

 

Mayor Lloyd Winnecke echoed that perspective in his remarks, noting how his office 

has worked to promote exercise and physical activity after Evansville was dubbed the 

most obese city in the nation in 2011. 

 

The event included a presentation by Dr. Paul Halverson, founding dean of the IU 

Richard M. Fairbanks School of Public Health, who focused his remarks on the need to 

address Indiana’s smoking rate, which is 50 percent higher than the national average. 

“Each pack of cigarettes causes $16 in health care costs and productivity losses for our 

state,” he said. “This is why non-smokers should care—we are all paying these costs of 

tobacco use.” Halverson also called for greater spending on tobacco prevention and 

cessation, noting that tobacco companies spend $294 million per year in marketing in 

Indiana but the state spends just $5 million on prevention and cessation, a small fraction 

of the $70 million budget recommended by the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention. 

 

Attendees also heard from Christina Ryan, CEO of the Women’s Hospital in Newburgh, 

on the infant mortality crisis in southern Indiana. Ryan highlighted efforts by the 

Women’s Hospital to promote early and adequate prenatal care, as well as events and 

resources related to safe sleep for infants. 

 

A panel discussion featuring Tara Barney, president and CEO of the Southwest Indiana 

Chamber; Crystal Sisson, director of the Substance Abuse Council of Vanderburgh 

County; Mark Puckett, CEO of Brentwood Springs; and Sandee E. Strader-McMillen, 

president of ECHO Community Healthcare, focused on a variety of topics, including the 

impact of poor public health on businesses and workforce. Barney cited a recent survey 



that showed the impact of the opioid crisis is the No. 1 issue among Southwest Indiana 

Chamber members, highlighting how business leaders are feeling the effects of health 

challenges on productivity and their bottom lines.  

 

Shawn McCoy, CEO of Deaconess Health System, closed the event with a call to 

action. “I grew up in Evansville, and these statistics are embarrassing to our 

community,” he said. “We have to do better, and we can do better.” 


