
Vincennes Town Hall Recap 
 
Good Samaritan President and CEO Rob McLin kicked off the Vincennes Alliance for a 
Healthier Indiana Town Hall by asking the crowd to help raise the attention of state lawmakers 
to improve Indiana's health status. "It's an all-hands-on deck situation,” he said.  
 
Vincennes Mayor Joe Yochum gave the crowd credit for attending on a Friday morning and said 
the large attendance is a testament to their understanding of the great need Hoosiers have 
before them to work together to improve the state's health outcomes. 
 
Indiana State Medical Association Executive Vice President Julie Reed echoed that sentiment 
and said the Alliance for a Healthier Indiana was started because groups like the Indiana 
Hospital Association, Indiana Chamber of Commerce, insurers, and others realized they worked 
on state health issues separately but needed to be together to succeed.  
 
The Alliance has asked lawmakers for the past two years to enact policies to make Hoosiers 
healthier. Reed sees traction for raising the cigarette tax in 2019 and said research shows that's 
our best, first step to saving and improving lives.  
 
IUPUI’s Fairbanks School of Public Health Paul Halverson said smoking is the “number one 
enemy of the people.” He said “smoking” might not be listed on death certificates, but it is 
Hoosiers' leading cause of death via its contributions to heart and lung disease, cancer, and 
strokes. 
 
"When you take the time to talk to lawmakers in the grocery store, at church, on the street, and 
tell them how concerned you are, your concern becomes their concern too. Persistence makes 
a difference," said Halverson. 
 
Indiana Youth Institute’s Charlie Geier turned the conversation to the health and well-being of 
Indiana’s children. He said that every two minutes, a complaint of child abuse/neglect is 
reported in Indiana. He also said drug-related deaths in Indiana now outnumber car crash and 
gun violence deaths combined. Geier said drug use affects the whole home and state policy 
needs to address the whole family when it tackles these issues.  
 
Think parental drug and alcohol abuse stops with mom and dad? Think again. Ninety-eight 
percent of kids served by Southwest Indiana Regional Youth Village report some degree of 
personal misuse of drugs and alcohol. "The age of first use continues to trend younger," said 
Lynne Rump. 
 
Tammy Howell, a respiratory therapist, said some patients joke to her that their smoking is her 
job security. Statistics make those jests seriously unfunny: 21 percent of Knox County residents 
smoke and 25 percent of pregnant Knox County women smoke.  
 
Good Samaritan Physician Network COO Adam Thacker said employers who focus on 
employee health are part of the solution to overcoming Hoosiers' poor health conditions. He 
said every health metric Indiana is facing is an economic and business challenge, as well as a 
medical issue. Three weeks of productivity is lost each year due to each worker who smokes. 
Obese workers add 40 percent to healthcare costs. 
 



Rob McLin closed out the Town Hall, as he began it, and reminded the energized group, "This 
isn't a once-and-we're-done. We are not going to give up or give in." He said persistence will be 
the ultimate key to success across all health fronts. 
 


